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Course Overview:
Advanced Spanish III will be a continuance of Spanish I and II.  The main goal of this course is for each student to develop his or her communication skills and develop a greater cultural awareness of the Spanish speaking world.  Therefore, even though grammar and vocabulary will continue to be emphasized, writing, speaking, reading, and cultural awareness will be increasingly more important for success in the class.  Along with the textbook, which will be used as a classroom resource, we will be using additional resources throughout the course, such as conversation builders, short stories and books, plays, handouts, movies, and music.  Throughout the course, students will focus on developing the following four core components of the Spanish language:
· Listening Skills:
Listening Skills will be built gradually throughout the year.  At the beginning of the year, students will be allowed to listen multiple times with specific listening prompts or goals.  By the end of the year, they will listen only once to each selection with no prompt.  Listening comprehension practice will be presented by both the teacher and through the use of authentic sources during each unit of the course.
· Reading Skills:
Throughout the course, students will be reading from authentic sources, including newspapers, magazines, and the Internet.  In addition, students will read several “libritos” from the National Textbook Company to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the Spanish language.
· Writing Skills:
Students will develop writing skills, beginning with short and informal writing assignments.  They will gradually progress to longer and more formal essays and papers.
· Speaking Skills:
Students will make presentations about a variety of topics throughout the year. Spanish will be the official language of the class for both the teacher as well as the students.
Course Materials:

· Notebook:

All students are REQUIRED to keep a three-ring binder of all handouts and information for the class.  Students must bring their notebooks to class every day.  Random notebook checks may be done at the discretion of the teacher.  Failure to bring your notebook and class materials to class will result in a deduction from your participation grade.  
· Notebook Spanish / English dictionary
· Abriendo puertas:  Antología de literatura en español, Tomo 1.  Evanston, Illinois:   McDougal Littell, 2003. (classroom resource)
Units of Study:
· El Pasado – Preterite Past Tense, Imperfect Past Tense, Passive Voice
· Hasta Ahora – Preterite vs. Imperfect, Present Perfect Tense, Past Perfect Tense

· Mi Futuro – Future Tense, Conditional Tense
· La Casa Embrujada

· Los Consejos – Advice, Informal Commands, Formal Commands, Reflexive Commands, Commands with Object Pronouns

· La Cocina – Ser and Estar, Por and Para, Gender, Adjectives
· Los Deseos – Present Subjunctive

· El Secuestro
· La Rutina – Reflexive Verbs

Course Grading:

Grades in Spanish III will be earned based on a percentage of total points system. Each assignment will be weighted in respect to level of difficulty, length, and amount of material covered.  Students will be informed of possible points for each assignment and the rubric that will be used for grading in advance.  Students will be evaluated upon the following elements:

· Tests and Quizzes

· Homework and Projects

· Presentations and Oral Exams

· In-class Assignments and Participation

Tests:

Comprehensive exams will be given at the end of each unit.  Each exam will contain the following sections:  listening, reading, vocabulary, grammar, and writing.  Exams must be completed within the 42-minute class period during which the test is given.  Students will be given advanced notice regarding the date of each exam.  Therefore, all students will be expected to take the exam on the assigned day.  Students who are absent on the day of a test will make up the exam immediately upon return. 
*Mid-Term Exam and Final Exam will each count for 10% of the final course grade.

Quizzes:

Students will be given two main types of quizzes in each unit of study:  vocabulary and grammar.  All quizzes will be announced ahead of time.  For all vocabulary quizzes, the teacher will orally read the chosen words in English, and students will be required to provide their answers in Spanish.  No word banks will be provided, and no exceptions will be made!
Homework:

All homework assignments will be collected at the beginning of the class.  Therefore, no late homework assignments will be accepted.  When students are absent, they are required to check the homework folder immediately upon their return to acquire any handouts/assignments that were missed.  Any work missed due to absence will be due the day after the student returns.
Projects:

At least one major project will be assigned during each unit of study.  Both individual and group projects will be given throughout the year.  Students will receive detailed rubrics when the project is assigned.  All projects are due on the assigned date.  No late projects will be accepted!
Presentations:

Students will be required to complete various oral presentations completely in Spanish throughout the course.  Some presentations will be done in front of the class.  Others will be done using recorders.  Student presentations will be graded upon the following categories:  content, vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and fluency.
Oral Exams:

In addition to written exams, students will be given oral exams at the completion of each unit.  Oral exams will take place one-on-one at the teacher’s desk during class time. Oral exams will be graded using the same categories as presentations.
In-class Assignments:

At the completion of each new grammar unit, students will be given in-class practice.  It is imperative that the students work diligently in the time given to complete the assignment in order to ensure their comprehension of the material that was presented.  If students choose to waste this time, distract others, or simply copy their answers from other students, they will receive a zero on the assignment as well as be referred to the principal for disciplinary action.
Participation:
Active participation is essential for success in this class!  Points will be awarded during class each day and will be totaled at the end of each quarter in order to be factored into the grade accordingly.  Students will either have points added or deducted from their grades based on their level of participation throughout the quarter.  In addition, points will be deducted from the participation grade each time that a student comes to class unprepared (without a notebook/binder, notes, pen/pencil, etc.)  At the end of the quarter, students will either gain or lose 0, 1, 2, or 3 points on their final quarter average.  
Some words from Señora Hascin:

Durante este año, vamos a trabajar muy duramente para lograr nuestras metas de mejorar nuestros niveles de comunicación y entendimiento de español.  Durante las clases, vamos a hacer muchas actividades divertidas para que podamos hablar y aprender muchísimas cosas nuevas.  Mi puerta siempre está abierta para todos mis estudiantes.  Espero que todos estén listos para un año fabuloso y divertido.

